
South Central Blue Badge Training Course 2022/23 

Have you a love for local culture and heritage? 

Interested in making a career as a professional Tourist Guide? 

The Blue Badge is an internationally recognised benchmark of excellence in tourist guiding, awarded 

by the Institute of Tourist Guiding.  A local training course leading to a Blue Badge qualification will 

be starting in November 2022 and running through to exams in summer 2023, with some additional 

sessions in September 23. The course will cover four counties in the centre of southern England: 

Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight and Wiltshire.  Students will learn about the region, its culture, 

history and heritage, and how to put this information across to others in an informative and 

enjoyable way.   

The training course will require a considerable commitment of time and effort over 9 – 12 months, 

including 14 weekends away in different parts of the region, regular online lectures, and 10 – 15 

hours a week of private study, followed by written and practical exams.  But it could open the door 

to a highly rewarding career which provides the opportunity to share a love of our local heritage 

with people from all over the world, helping them to get the most from their visit.   

The area being covered by the course includes the two World Heritage sites of Stonehenge and the 

Jurassic Coast, two National Parks (New Forest and the western part of the South Downs), major 

tourist attractions such as Portsmouth Historic Dockyard and the medieval cathedral cities of 

Winchester and Salisbury, and a great variety of other places of interest in coast, countryside, town 

and village settings.  A working tourist guide in this region might be asked for example to give a city 

tour in Salisbury, meet passengers from a cruise ship in Southampton or Portland, to lead a walk 

along the Jurassic coast, take a coach tour to Stonehenge or introduce visitors to local food and 

culture.  Students on the course will develop the practical skills needed to conduct guided tours 

across all these settings including guiding within museums, art galleries, churches and cathedrals.  

Most guides are freelance and self-employed allowing them to manage their working life.  Do be 

aware that the work is largely seasonal, mostly part time and can involve long days: the reward lies 

in its varied nature and the people you meet.   

Interested in making a career as a professional guide?  Trainee guides come from a wide cross-

section of communities and educational backgrounds, and there are no academic requirements to 

join the course.  You must have an interest in history and heritage, a willingness to learn, be a good 

communicator and like working with people of all ages and nationalities.  In addition you need to be 

over 18, fluent in English and physically fit enough to work as a guide leading tours, often outside 

and in all weathers.   

There is a particular need for candidates who can offer German or another foreign language.   

The course fee will be £3,600.  In addition candidates will need to budget for examination fees, and 

for example travel and accommodation costs for the weekends away. 

If you are interested please email us at: southcentralbbgtraining@gmail.com and we will send you a 

detailed Prospectus and Application Form as soon as we can. 

 

Clare Dixon 

Sally Peel, Course Directors 
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